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（	 ）1. 经厦门⼤学保密委员会审查核定的保密学位论⽂，于　 
年　 ⽉ 　⽇解密，解密后适⽤上述授权。 





























































In the recent years, bilateral relations between the Czech Republic and 
the People’s Republic of China has become not only a frequent subject of diplomatic 
discussions of the Czech government but also a topic discussed by the local press and 
the broad public. The diplomatic relations between the Czech Republic and the PRC 
have not, however, always been so warm, dynamic, and cooperative. The bilateral 
cooperation between the two countries went through an extensive development over 
the past three decades after the establishment of the Czech Republic. The present-day 
Czech President Miloš Zeman is known for his sympathetic attitude towards China, 
and his diplomatic deeds have undoubtedly been enhancing the Sino-Czech strategic 
partnership. Contrarily, during the era of the country’s first President Václav Havel, 
the Czech-China relations were somewhat stagnant. This study aims to trace the 
development and alterations in the approaches of the Czech foreign policies towards 
China under the three Czech Presidents — Václav Havel, Václav Klaus, and Miloš 
Zeman. To illustrate this phenomenon, official governmental documents, and 
secondary literature closely relating to the topic were examined. The results of the 
research show that the positive development of the China-Czech partnership 
commenced with the second Czech President Václav Klaus whose pragmatic political 
stance focused on economic refinement of the republic. Hence, Klaus distanced 
himself from the policy of his predecessor and initiated diplomatic conversations with 
China. This reality along with the country’s entry to the European Union availed the 
favorable development of the delicate relationship between the Czech Republic and 
the PRC. This thesis studies a rather unexplored subject, thus, it provides a 
considerable contribution to the field of international relations. 
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In the presented thesis, regarding the Czech names and toponyms, the original 
Czech language transcription is applied consistently throughout the whole study. 
The first occurrence of all major Czech terms is always accompanied by its translation 
into Chinese.  
As for the names and toponyms originating from the Chinese language, 
the internationally accepted transcription — pinyin — is employed in the thesis. 
Some of these terms were, however, were taken from sources written in the Czech 
language where the Czech transcription of these names was used. Hence, 














i. INTRODUCTION AND METHODOLOGY 
In the Czech Republic, China has become not only a frequent subject 
of political conversations of the local government but also a topic receiving a close 
review by the Czech press and a widely discussed subject amongst the wide public. 
The present-day President of the Czech Republic Miloš Zeman has been directing 
his policy towards enhancing the bilateral relations between the small European state 
and the Asian giant, and since his inauguration in 2013, the Sino-Czech relations have 
undergone a considerable improvement.  
Last year in March, the Chinese President Xi Jinping made an official visit 
to Prague. This was an exceptional occasion since it was the first time President Xi or 
any other Head of the PRC came to the Czech Republic, and the first visit of today’s 
China’s President to the Central and Eastern European country since his 
inauguration.  During the visit, President Xi claimed that as a result of the tightening 1
of the ties between the two countries, China plans to launch bigger investments 
to the Czech Republic which presumably will have reached 294 billion CZK 
(10 billion Euro) by 2020, and only by the end of 2016, the volume of the Chinese 
investments in the country increased to 50 billion CZK (2 million Euro).  Despite the 2
fact that for the PRC, these investments are not at all major comparing to the amounts 
China invests to other countries such as the United States or Australia, their scale is 
unprecedented on the Czech market. 
It is arguable that this sudden interest of the PRC in the Czech Republic 
can be attributed to the amicable support of China by the current Czech President. 
Only a few decades ago, China did not see much of a potential in the country which 
might have been also caused by the fact that the first Czech President Václav Havel 
was unsupportive of the Chinese government.  
 Ze Liu and Xiaoqiang Zeng, 2016, “开辟中捷关系更加美好未来” [Establishing Better Relations 1
between China and the Czech Republic in the Future], Renmin Ribao.
 “Čínské Investice v Česku: Nadměrná očekávání střídá hluboké zklamání,” [China’s Investments in the 2
Czech Republic], 2016, Ekonomika Idnes.cz, accessed November 20, 2016, http://ekonomika.idnes.cz/vzajemny-















This thesis examines the development of bilateral relations between the People’s 
Republic of China and the Czech Republic focusing on the changes in the Czech 
foreign policy towards China. The time frame of the thesis is established in the era 
of Czech Republic’s three Presidents — Václav Havel, Václav Klaus and 
Miloš Zeman. Since the first President of the country was also the last President 
of Czechoslovakia before its segregation, this period is briefly analyzed as well. It is, 
therefore, a period from 1989 when the Soviet Union lost the influence over 
the country until the end of 2016, the time the study was written. 
Despite the fact that the President of the Czech Republic is not the sole leader of 
the country and the state is administered by the whole government, I still found 
it compelling to focus on the changing Presidency in the country, since there is a clear 
distinction between the Sino-Czech bilateral relations under President Havel and 
the relationship the two countries underwent under the leaderships of his successors.   
It is essential to always bear in mind that discussing the diplomatic relations of 
these two countries might reach some difficulties. One of the major impediments 
is the asymmetry between the Czech Republic and China. China is now, along 
with the United States, the most important global actor. On the other hand, the Czech 
Republic is, from a global point of view, only a small country with limited territorial 
priorities. Also, the foreign policy of the Czech Republic is somewhat related and 
sustained by the European Union. Despite these facts, it is still interesting to observe 
the changes these two countries have undergone in their mutual diplomacies. 
The main purpose of the thesis is to find, consider and analyze the alterations 
in the Sino-Czech bilateral partnership that the two states have experienced 
throughout the past three decades and describe how the three Presidents of the Czech 
Republic actually influenced these transformations. Other factors such as 
the EU membership and economic interests of the Czech Republic are taken into 
consideration as well. An analysis of primary and secondary sources is used as 
the principal method of the thesis which is conceptualized as a linear chronological 
study that follows the logic of qualitative content analysis. A quantitative content 
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